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Upon arrival at Gangtey Lodge, you are greeted with a warm towel, warm apple cider, a deeply relaxing 5-minute massage, and
a touching welcome song. The next morning, a staff member quietly enters your room with a soft knock, lights a fire in the
fireplace, and leaves a cup of warm coffee by your bed. When you return in the evening, a book of Bhutanese folktales is placed
on your pillow. Before you even sit down to have breakfast on the terrace, a fragrant pillow is wrapped around your neck, a warm
water bottle is placed on your lap, a cozy blanket wraps around your shoulders. “| wanted to create a place where backpackers
could have a more luxurious experience,” says owner Kin Omar Win. She and her husband, Brett Meltzer, first visited Bhutan
21 years ago and opened the lodge near the remote village of Gangti in 2013. Inspired by traditional farmhouses, the lodge has
just 12 suites, all of which offer views of central Bhutan. Overlooking the Phobjikha Valley. The landscape changes not only with
the seasons but also with the time of day. From a lush green to covered in white snow, to pink azaleas in bloom, and black-
necked cranes swooping across the sky like paper. The lodge is deeply connected to the community. At the entrance hangs a
map of the valley, drawn over several weeks by a monk from a nearby temple. Guests can visit the temple to receive spiritual
blessings, experience puja ceremonies, and meditate. Bhutan’s hotel market is dominated by swanky five-star resorts, but there
are also boutique hotels with character, such as Gangtey Lodge. The Lodge has been a unique presence for over 10 years.
Although small in size, the impression and lingering feeling this space gives are special.
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